
Being their 
Advocate  
Assisting Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth  



Agenda 
 Homeless youth statistics  
 Application fees 

 College entrance exam fees 
 College application fees 

 Seeking financial aid and scholarships 
 FAFSA for accompanied homeless youth  
 FAFSA for unaccompanied homeless youth  

 Florida fee exemptions 
 Ideas for creating a local network  



Homeless Youth Statistics 
 1.3 million homeless youth 
 75 percent have dropped or will drop 

out of school  
 46 percent reported physical abuse 
 38 percent reported emotional abuse 
 16 percent reported sexual abuse  
 5 percent die each year as a result of 

assault, illness or suicide  
 Youth ages 12-17 are more at risk of 

becoming homeless than adults  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to note that precise numbers of homeless youth are difficult to determine due to lack of a standard methodology and mobility of the homeless population.

Homelessness among young people is a serious issue. Homeless youth, sometimes referred to as unaccompanied youth, are individuals who lack parental, foster or institutional care.* The National Runaway Switchboard estimates that on any given night there are approximately 1.3 million homeless youth living unsupervised on the streets, in abandoned buildings, with friends or with strangers. Homeless youth are at a higher risk for physical abuse, sexual exploitation, mental health disabilities, substance abuse, and death. It is estimated that 5,000 unaccompanied youth die each year as a result of assault, illness, or suicide.**

Data suggests that the current recession has yielded an increase in homeless and runaway youth. Between 2005 and 2008, the National Runaway Switchboard saw a 200 percent increase in calls from youth indicating economic reasons for running away from home. The Switchboard also reported an increase in the numbers of youth who were kicked out of their homes. A 2008 survey of school districts showed an increase in the number of homeless students. 



Homeless Criteria 
 Anyone who lacks a fixed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime residence— 
 Sharing the housing of others due to loss 

of housing, economic hardship, or 
similar reason 

 Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, 
camping grounds due to lack of 
adequate alternative accommodations 

 Living in emergency or transitional 
shelters 

 Abandoned in hospitals 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Administer informal poll. 



Raise your Hands 
 What do you consider your current 

knowledge level to be regarding college 
access for homeless students?  
 Expert 
 Average  
 Beginner  
 I need help!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Administer informal poll. 



College Admissions Checklist 
 Take college entrance exams 

 SAT, ACT  
Utilize fee waiver programs  

 Complete and submit college applications 
Utilize fee waiver programs  

 Complete and submit the FAFSA 
 Access additional resources  

 Applying 101 
 Guide to life after high school (Seniors) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
College entrance exams: 

The ACT and SAT fee waiver programs are administered by high school counselors. There are a limited number of waivers for each program, so students should request them as soon as the need is known. 

The SAT fee waiver covers all registration fees for a single test date, including the four free core sends included with registration and 
additional four free score sends included with the waiver. A student can use up to two waivers for the SAT and up to two waivers for the SAT 
Subject Tests (up to three subject tests per test date) (College Board, 2013b).

The ACT fee waiver covers basic registration fees, including sending the student’s test score to up to four college choices (ACT, Inc., 2013) A 
student can use the waiver to take the ACT up to two times.

College applications: 

A complete college application usually consists of some or all of the following:

a completed application form,

a high school transcript,

college admission exam scores,

letters of recommendation,

essays, and

application fees.

While not all U.S. colleges charge application fees, many do, with an estimated average fee of between $35 and $50 (College Board, 
2012c). Considering the recommendation that students apply to between five and eight schools (College Board, 2012a), a college-
bound senior could pay an average of between $175 and $400 in application fees. For homeless students, this expense can create a significant 
financial hardship and potentially even deter them from applying to college.

Fortunately, there are a number of options available to students to either eliminate the expense of college application fees completely 
or reduce them significantly, including:

fee waivers available using the College Board’s or National Association for College Admission Counseling’s fee waiver form,

fee waivers available at individual institutions of higher education, and 

reduced or $0 application fees available by applying to college online.

The College Board, provides eligible students with up to four Request for Waiver of College Application Fee forms. Students should include these forms, which are shipped with the SAT Program fee waiver materials to high schools during the summer, with their college applications and send them to institutions listed in the SAT Fee waiver Directory of Colleges. This directory, along with other useful materials, may be downloaded at 
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat/materials. 

The National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC), an organization of professionals  dedicated to serving students as they make choices about pursuing postsecondary education, provides a college application fee waiver form that is used widely by postsecondary institutions 
across the country. NACAC  uses the same indicators of economic need as those used by the College Board’s SAT college entrance exam fee waiver and college application fee waiver programs. In fact, if a student has received or is eligible to receive an ACT or SAT testing fee 
waiver, she automatically qualifies to use the NACAC college application fee waiver form. For more information about the NACAC form, 
Visit http://www.nacacnet.org/studentinfo/feewaiver/Pages/default.aspx. 

The Common Application for Undergraduate College Admissions accepts both the College Board and NACAC  fee waivers. 





https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying
http://mappingyourfuture.org/downloads/GTAHSsenior.pdf


College Admissions Checklist 
 Encourage students to look at institutions 

with different price points 
 Award Letter Comparison Tool 
 Advanced Award Letter Comparison 

Tool  
Consider starting at 2-year and 

transitioning to 4-year 
Consider off-campus housing if dorms 

are not available  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Award Letter Comparison Tool helps you compare and contrast the financial aid packages from three colleges/universities that have admitted you. In particular, it highlights differences in the cost of attending each school.  

This Award Letter Comparison Tool helps you compare and contrast the financial aid packages from the colleges that have admitted you. In particular, it highlights differences in the cost of attending each school. It also provides an at-a-glance comparison of other characteristics that may affect the student's choice of college. 


http://www.finaid.org/calculators/awardletter.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/calculators/awardletteradvanced.phtml


Raise your Hands 
 Describe your experience working with 

unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY) to 
access federal financial aid?  
 Successful experience  
 Painful experience 
 No experience 
 What’s a UHY?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Administer informal poll. 



FAFSA Basics 
 FREE Application for Federal Student Aid  
 www.fafsa.gov 

Complete annually  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good rule of thumb – don’t PAY money for FREE money! 

Also, ensure that students are aware of which FAFSA to complete for summer terms. 



http://www.fafsa.gov/


Dependent versus 
Independent 
 Accompanied homeless youth = 

dependent  
 Unaccompanied homeless youth = 

independent 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most college-bound students experience homelessness as part of a family. While the family’s financial resources likely are limited, the parents feel responsible for providing financially for their children and do so to the best of their ability. In these cases, homeless students would be considered dependent for FAFSA purposes and should fill out the FAFSA accordingly, providing information about both their own income and assets and those of their parents.

According to the College Cost Reduction and Access Act (CCRAA)(2007), UHY qualify as independent students for purposes of the FAFSA. As such, UHY only need to provide information about their own income and assets, not those of their parents, and do not need to have a parent signature on their FAFSA. According to the FSA’s Application and Verification Guide (AVG)(2013a), UHY is defined as follows:

Unaccompanied
: Not living in the physical custody of a parent or guardian

Homeless
: Lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing

Youth
: A student who is 21 years old or younger or still enrolled in high school as of the date he signs the application

(Note: Students who are unaccompanied and homeless, but are 22 or 23 years old, may qualify for independent student status for FAFSA purposes through a Dependency Override.)

A student who is unaccompanied, at risk of homelessness, and self-supporting also qualifies as an independent student on the FAFSA. 

At risk of homelessness and self- supporting are defined as follows:

At risk of homelessness: When a student’s housing may cease to be fixed, regular, and adequate, for example, a student who is being evicted and 
has been unable to find fixed, regular, and adequate housing

Self-supporting: When a student pays for his own living expenses, including fixed, regular, and adequate housing




UHY Determiners 
 Local homeless education liaison 
 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) shelter director or 
designee 

 Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) 
shelter director or designee 

 Financial Aid Administrator (FAA) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Local homeless education liaison; for students graduating from high school who were identified as an UHY while in high school. The McKinney-Vento requires that districts must: 
Appoint a homeless education liaison 
Assist in school enrollment and placement
Enrolled students immediately 
Facilitate dispute resolution processes
Connect students with school and community resources
Review and revise district policies to address barriers

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) shelter director or designee; for students who have received services

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) shelter director or designee; for students who have received services

Financial Aid Administrator (FAA); for any student, but particularly those who cannot get a determination from one of the other three authorized parties



UHY Verification Form 



2014-15 Application & 
Verification Guide 
 Unaccompanied homeless youth, like 

incarcerated students, may use the 
address of your school as their own on the 
FAFSA 

 Youth = 21 or younger or still enrolled in 
high school on the date he/she signs the 
FAFSA 

 Ages 22-23 = need a dependency 
override for independent status 

 Age 24 or older = independent status 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Excellent resource that specifically defines UHY and how a financial aid administrator can make the UHY determination if there is no prior one made. It is important to note that a determination of being homeless is not a dependency override or a case of professional judgment. Students should understand that they are able to contest an eligibility determination by a financial aid office by providing supporting information to be reviewed collaboratively by the school’s general counsel, the financial aid director, and a recognized McKinney-Vento practitioner (such as a school district homeless liaison, state homeless education coordinator, or the National Center for Homeless Education). Students may also appeal a determination to the Department.




Role of the FAA per the AVG 
 If a student does not have, and cannot 

get, a determination from a local liaison, 
RHYA provider, or HUD provider, a 
financial aid administrator must make a 
determination of unaccompanied 
homeless youth status 
 A financial aid administrator has the 

authority to make the determination  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a student meets the definition of UHY, this is not an “exercise of professional judgment” or a “dependency override”; this is determining the independent student status of an unaccompanied homeless youth. In instances where a student doesn’t meet the definition of UHY, but there are other extenuating circumstances, a dependency override or exercise of professional judgment may be appropriate. 

A financial aid administrator can also determine if a student is an unaccompanied youth who is either homeless or is self-supporting and at risk of being homeless. It is important to examine students’ living situations and claims on a case-by-case basis. If a student does not have, and cannot get documentation from any of the authorities outlined on the prior slide, you must determine if she is an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or is self-supporting and at risk of being homeless.

A student is considered homeless if he lacks fixed, regular, and adequate housing. This is broader than just living “on the street.” It includes temporarily living with other people because he had nowhere else to go; living in substandard housing (if it doesn’t meet local building codes or the utilities are turned off, it is generally not adequate); living in emergency or transitional shelters, for example, trailers provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) after disasters; or living in motels, camping grounds, cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or 
train stations, or any public or private place not designed for humans to live in. It also includes living in the school dormitory if the student would otherwise be homeless. A student living in any of these situations and fleeing an abusive parent may be considered homeless even if the parent would provide support and a place to live.

The documentation for an FAA’s evaluation of the living arrangements of a student must demonstrate that she meets the definition of this category of independent student. The determination may be based on a documented interview with the student if there is no written documentation available.





FAA Determination of Student 
Status 
 Use discretion and sensitivity  
 Some information may be confidential 

(doctor/patient privilege)  
 Child welfare or law enforcement 

documentation may not be available  
Consult with others, if needed  

 Notify student of appeal process, if 
necessary 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recommends consulting with local liaisons, State Coordinators, NCHE, school counselors, clergy, etc. for additional documentation if child welfare or law enforcement documentation is not available. 

Eligibility determinations may be appealed to the school or the U.S. Department of Education. 





Working Together on Campus 
 Identify a safe single point of contact at 

each postsecondary institution  
 Can centrally store personal 

documentation  
 Can develop streamlined approach for 

other campus services  
 Can create annual single verification 

form  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Additional Resources 
 2014/15 AVG 

 http://ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/attachme
nts/1415AVG.pdf  

 College Access and Success for Students 
Experiencing Homelessness Toolkit  
 http://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/fil

es/dl/toolkit.pdf  
 State Homeless Education Program 
 http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/titlex.as

p  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Additional contacts may be found at the school district level. Please check your local district website for additional information. 

http://ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/attachments/1415AVG.pdf
http://ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/attachments/1415AVG.pdf
http://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/files/dl/toolkit.pdf
http://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/files/dl/toolkit.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/titlex.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/titlex.asp


Florida Fee Exemption 
 Per section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, 

certain students are exempt from the 
payment of tuition and fees, including lab 
fees, at a school district that provides 
postsecondary career programs, Florida 
College System institution, or state 
university 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

(f) A student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence or whose primary nighttime residence is a public or private shelter designed to provide temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized, or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.




Florida Fee Exemption 
 To qualify, students must provide 

documentation 
 Institution may require additional 

documentation  
 Homeless definition for fee exemption 

differs from FAFSA definition 
 Student may qualify for one and not the 

other  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To qualify, students need documentation from:
 homeless shelter 
school district homeless liaison
transitional living program 
or runaway shelter 

Since each college has autonomy over policies and practices, the verification process varies from college to college. Verification may fall under financial aid office, registrar’s office, or business office.




Local Network Example 
 Santa Rosa County  

 2010/11 – created partnership between Northwest 
Florida State College, Pensacola State College and 
University of West Florida 

 2011/12 – Completed the following action items: 
 Facilitated College Day Field Trips for Juniors & 

Seniors 
 District Homeless Liaisons worked with students to 

complete the FAFSA, scholarship applications and 
college applications  

 Staff worked with HS Counselor to monitor progress  
 Via Challenge Grant, supplied students with 

supplies (i.e., laptop, calculators, etc.)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
October 
Homeless education staff will meet annually with college representatives.
School-based McKinney-Vento Liaison at each high school will meet individually with students face to face to see if they are interested in participating in College Day Trip.
Student eligibility criteria (2.5 GPA and < 10 absences by Jan. 1) will be provided.
Homeless education staff  will conduct follow-up meeting  with students at each high school.
Students will complete “To Do” checklist  at follow-up meeting with students.

January
Students will be provided with an example of a budget of their budget including Pell Grant and expenses for tuition, housing, food, etc.
30 Juniors and Seniors will attend College Day trips.
Students will turn in a completed questionnaire at the end of the trip.
On the questionnaire, all students replied yes to the questions: Did you feel the trips to the colleges were helpful? and Would you recommend this trip to your peers? 
February-April
Education Opportunity Center (EOC) Staff will met with each senior at their high school to complete FAFSA, College Applications , Scholarship Applications.
High School Staff and Homeless Education Staff will monitor community service hours for Bright Futures.

May-August
College acceptance letters and scholarship awards will be monitored.
Students attending college will be provided with necessary supplies (laptops, calculators, backpacks).




Another Network Success!  
 Polk County 

 Polk State College hosted a College Day 
 Provided breakfast and lunch 
 Worked with the Hearth Project to provide 

transportation  
 Provided campus tour  
  Met with both Admissions and Financial Aid 

staff 
 Completed college application and began 

financial aid process  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student feedback: 

“I never knew Polk State had so much to offer.”
“I’m glad I came to the workshop-I learned a lot about college that I didn’t know before.”
“I had no clue how college was going to be or what to expect. The workshop really helped me to understand. Thank you.”
“I was feeling really anxious about applying to and attending college. This workshop made feel a whole lot better.”
“I haven’t applied for a college yet, so this really helped me to understand how.”






Another Network  Success!  
 Polk County 
 My Brother’s Keeper 
 Hearth Project  

Assisted PSC in creating a college 
version  

Partnered with the Red Cross for free 
lifeguard training   

 Provides access to other resources  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My Brother’s Keeper Program: Started as a dissertation project by a local professor two years ago to assist homeless college students 
Polk State’s My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) began with a bowl full of cereal bars in one professor’s office. Today, it is a modular building on the campus of Polk State Winter Haven, with shelves full of canned and microwavable food, bins brimming with deodorant, shampoo and other personal necessities, and a bank of computers for students who need to write a resume or search for a job. It is a physical place where students — no matter what they need — can come to get help. And come they have — My Brother’s Keeper has served more than 500 students since it opened its doors a year ago.

PSC also implemented a college version of the Hearth Project – https://www.polk-fl.net/districtinfo/departments/learning/title1/hearth.htm and also provides access to computers, supplies, food, hygiene items, referrals, resume assistance, etc.

Red Cross was awarded a grant to provide lifeguard training for several high school youth. Via the Hearth Project, offered 12 slots for homeless youth
Course cost is $700 each for the 25 ½ hour training
Certificate is good for two years
Will increase employment opportunities

Also provides access to computers, supplies, food, hygiene items, referrals, resume assistance, etc. 

Additional collaborations:  
FDLRS Sunshine Committee: Adopt-A-Senior Project
Director of Operations at local restaurant chain offered employment opportunities and  job interview coaching to all homeless seniors
Possible fire-fighting academy scholarship for one senior
Vision and dental assistance provided through Traviss Career Center
High school clubs adopting a homeless high school student from a different high school to provide extra support and encouragement







Raise your Hands 
 What is your most valuable “take-home” 

point from today’s session?  
 FAFSA information 
 ACT/SAT and college admission waivers   
 Florida tuition/fee exemptions  
 Information about local networking 
 All of the above 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Administer informal poll. 



Contact Us  
 Lori Auxier, Director of Outreach Services 
 561-389-6346 
 Lori.auxier@fldoe.org  

 Jan Smith, Manager of Outreach Services 
 850-245-1822 
 Jan.smith@fldoe.org  

 

mailto:Lori.auxier@fldoe.org
mailto:Jan.smith@fldoe.org
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